Nicholas Bowen's Eagle Ceremony
The colors are posted in the front of the room with other appropriate candles and Eagle paraphernalia place.

PARTICIPANTS

· Master of Ceremonies (MC)

· Scoutmaster

· Ceremony participants

· Family of the Eagle candidate are all seated in the front row

· Visiting Scouts, Scouters and friends

CEREMONY

MC / SCOUTMASTER:

Today we have the honor and pleasure of bestowing the rank of Eagle Scout to a member of our troop. This presentation takes on added significance when one considers the tempo of the times. Democracy is a fresh conquest for each generation. This is an important and serious matter and a cause for concern of every true American.

In full awareness of the challenge of the times, the parents of this young man and his Scout leaders have labored long and faithfully. Their efforts culminate tonight in the presentation of the Eagle Award.

The success of these efforts will manifest in the way that this and every other Eagle Scout sets a social pattern for the lives they touch.

(The candidate is escorted to the front of the room by an honor guard.)

CHAPLAIN: 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the interest in the Scouting movement that has brought this group together. We thank you for the success of the Scouting program in the United States since 1910. We are grateful for the influence that Troop 31 in Ohio and Troop 306 in Indiana have had on the lives of boys since it held its first charter. We pray for continued blessings on this troop, its leaders, its troop committee, and its sponsor through the years ahead. We pray that Troop 31 and 306 may continue to turn out leaders for tomorrow, prepared as good citizens.

SCOUTMASTER(s): 

(Scoutmaster and Former Scoutmaster reflection on Nick Bowen)

MC / SCOUTMASTER: 

The Scouting movement constitutes one of the most wholesome and significant development of our day. Eagle Candidate Nicholas Bowen you have been deemed worthy of the highest rank in its membership. All who know you rejoice in your achievement. Your position, as you well know, is one of honor and responsibility. You are now a marked man. As an Eagle Scout, you will be asked to assume a solemn obligation to do your duty to God, to your country, to your fellow Scouts, and to your fellow citizens. As this is a great undertaking, it is therefore right and proper that a board of review make a careful examination of each candidate prior to the presentation of an Eagle Award.

This candidate presented a record of merit badges earned. These have been carefully checked against council records and certified by appointed merit badge counselors. The board of review carefully checked the record of this candidate for leadership in his troop, school affairs, church association, in his community, and in the conduct of his Eagle service project.

This candidate has demonstrated his capacity and willingness to exert leadership in activities that are constructive and worthwhile. It has been satisfactorily established by the board of review that this candidate is putting into daily practice the principles of the Scout Oath and Law. In light of the inquires made, and the favorable results in each case, the board of review has found this candidate qualified and has authorized this court-of-honor to bestow upon you, Nicholas Bowen, the rank of Eagle.

(Here, the parents would be recognized, the presentation made, and while the new Eagle Scout is pinning the miniature Eagle on his mother, the poem "An Eagle Scout" is read to the audience.)

An Eagle Mom's Poem
It's every mother's dream to see,

her son grow tall and strong.

To teach him what is right to be,

to keep him from the wrong.

Mom so loves that little boy,

and uses all the skills at her employ.

She teaches him the things she can,

and hopes that he'll become a man.

He learns that words can hurt or heal,

that words can change the way we feel.

He learns that truth is right and good,

to treat his fellow man the way he should.

He learns that where there's greatest freedom in this world,

there also stands his Nation's flag unfurled.

He learns to live by faith and love,

to always trust in God above.

The years have passed and in their wake,

a taller straighter lad there stands.

And mother's pride is great indeed,

her little boy is nearly a man.

An Eagle Scout

-- Thanks to Ed Schmitt

An Eagle Dad's Poem
I saw a chubby little boy,

In uniform of blue,

A jaunty cap was on his head,

His shoes were shiny, too.

His eyes were wide, expectant;

He glowed fresh from the tub.

His air said, "Let's get on with it!"

This my son the Cub.

I saw a slightly larger boy,

Much taller, leaner, too;

He stood up straight and proud,

In garb of khaki hue.

He now has more determination,

In his face there is no doubt;

I'm pleased to see his confidence,

This is my son, the Scout.

I know he'll strive to do his best,

This bigger boy, not yet a man,

Will grow in strength, in law and skill,

For him, I'm sure, God has a plan.

God, guide his path, make straight his way,

Make his goal be high, his courage stout,

That humbly, yet proudly, I will know,

This is *MY* son, the Eagle Scout!

-- Thanks to Paul Sweeney, sweeney@mdc.net, ASM, T-7, Lowell, Ma

Because Of Our Son
Because of our son, we found a job to do.

We became Scouters, tried and true!

We understand boys better, because of our son.

It happened through Scouting, oh what fun!

Because of our son, it was all worthwhile,

Oh, what a reward, to see a boy's smile!

It's endless, the pleasures gained from Scouting,

Because of our son, we attended each meeting,

And we've gained many friends beyond measure.

Tis indeed blessed to hold, such a wonderful treasure!

Hours that were idle, are now filled to the brim.

Because of our son, we enjoy life with him!

Because of our son, we've a new way of life.

We recommend Scouting for each Husband and Wife!

http://www.eaglescout.org/finale/coh/poems.html#An Eagle Mom's Poem
