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Historian- Benjamin Ricks 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 
Holiday World 8/16-17/08, from 6:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m. 
the next day.  
 
Court of Honor 9/7/08, from 3:00 to around 7:00. Will 
be softball and dinner. 
 
Camping at Shades State Park 9/20-21/08 
 
 
 

Summer Camp 
 
 
Summer camp was awesome!  
 
 We arrived on Sunday afternoon in Spencer Indiana 
at McCormicks Creek State Park.  The first thing we 
did was report to our respective cabins, scramble for 
preferred bunk location and claim our territory.   After 
we unpacked we played cards, and explored our new 
home for the week.  Then, we sat around the campfire 
and listened to tons of songs.  For those of you who 
don’t know, if you lose something and someone else 
finds it, you have to sing a song at the campfire to get 
it back. Many of the items found were things that the 
adults had lost, so we had some pretty good songs.  
Soon after campfire, we fell asleep in the bunk beds in 
cabin one, or cabin two.  Monday morning, the 
Aardvarks patrol cooked breakfast. Each cabin had 
two patrols.  Their names were Aardvarks, Beetles, 
Cougars, and Dingoes.   
 
 

 
 
 

 
After breakfast, classes started.  There was Fishing, 
Orienteering, Pioneering, Electricity, Eagle Quest, 
Camping, Leather Working, Fingerprinting, and 
Astronomy from 9:00- 12:00.  After lunch was Metal 
working, Environmental Science, First Aid, Wilderness 
Survival, Communication, Electronics, Wood Carving, 
Public Speaking, and Swimming from 2:00-5:00.  We 
also saw an extremely dangerous and venomous 
snake in one of the cabins that day.  
 
 

 
 
 The End.  Just kidding, it wasn’t venomous or 
dangerous; we believe it was an Eastern Milk Snake 
(they eat small mammals).  Tuesday turned out to be 
pretty normal.  Besides working on merit badges 
during the day, there was Citizenship in the World 
class after campfire and cooking class when you had 
hopper duty.  Wednesday evening was parent’s night, 
when all the parents can visit camp.  They started 
arriving at about 5:00 pm, and left around 8:00 pm.  
After the campfire, most of us went with the astronomy 
class to stargaze.  We saw constellations, shooting 
stars, and even Jupiter!  On Thursday, we had a 
special visit from a member of The Order of The Arrow.  
On Friday, most of the merit badge classes were 
canceled.  
 
 

 
 



 
 
 Much of our time was spent on rank advancement, or 
Firecrafter advancement.  That afternoon, we had a 
water balloon fight, adults V.S. kids.  At first we carried 
out our plan to bomb Mr. Jackson (Even the adults 
helped) and then we attacked the other adults.  The 
water balloon fight ended all too soon and we were left 
to pick up the many popped balloons.  (I didn’t get any 
pictures of the fight or the pool because I didn’t want 
my camera to get wet.)  
We had free swim at the pool so we could dive off the 
two diving boards, but we mostly dunked each other.  
The next day we packed cleaned and left to return to 
our nice, comfy, warm, cozy, and clean beds. 
 
     
Overall, camp was a roaring success!!  Many of us 
earned 4 or more merit badges during the week. I will 
miss the fun we had and feeling of accomplishment.  
Looking forward to next year, regardless of the 
location. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Things of note from recent 
meetings 
 
1. To help fill rank advancement requirements, your 

orientation based on nature and how to figure time 
of day without a watch were discussed. 
 
Sometimes I get to a meeting later than 7:00 
because I have something else that night but I will 
try to find a way around that. 

 

 

 Games 
  
  
 Try to crack the codes 
  

Tadhiads iads aad adcoadde wadeadhre adyoadu 
aaddd thade sadadamade letadeadrs tado woadrdads.  
 
 
 
Edoc sdrawkcab si edoc siht. 
 
 
1. Salami 
 
2. Hamburgers 
 
3. Oranges 
 
4. Popcorn 
 
5. Pretzels 
 
6. Ice 
 
7. Nectarines 
 
8. Grapes 
 
9. Candy 
 
10. Octopus 
 
11. Doughnuts 
 
12. Eggs 
 
 

Until we meet again…at the hut! 
 
Ben Ricks 

 
 
 

 


